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New State Board Directory 


Forty states are included in a direc- 
tory, issued this month by the National 
Conference office, of state boards of 
charities, or control. 


the St. Charles, Illinois, School for Boys. | 


The state boards or departments listed 
show sixteen essential variations in 
name. The names most frequently used 
are: State Board of Charities and Cor- 
rections (usually with the final s), 14; 
State Board of Control, 11; State Board 
of Charities (or Charity), 7. 

Two boards are listed in each of eight 
states. 

Regarding publications: In fourteen 
states annual reports are published. In 
three of these a biennial report to the 
legislature also is published. 


biennial report to the legislature. Eleven 
of the state boards publish quarterly 
bulletins and three publish monthly bul- 
letins. Twelve of the state boards issue 
in addition special publications. 

The statistics of appropriations are 
interesting, though they should not be 
applied generally without consideration 
of the states involved. Taking boards 


of the supervisory type and including | 
of control | 


among them five boards 
whose appropriations as given appar- 
ently do not include maintenance of in- 
stitutions, the total is 28. For this series 


The 56-page book- | 
let is the work of the printing class of | 


In thirty | 
states the standard publication is the 


of 28, the average appropriation for each 
board per annum is $48,957.33. For thir- 
teen boards of control, or administrative 
departments, excluding the five afore- 
mentioned and adding as a fourteenth 
the appropriation of the Massachusetts 
Board of Charity which apparently in- 
cludes maintenance items, the average is 
| $5,338,037.33. This statement is made 
| only for its value as a rough summary. 
For careful analysis, readers are advised 
Copies of the directory will be sent 
| at the price of 25 cents. 
| to make their own computations. 


Revised Program in May Issue 


| The May number of the Conrer- 
| ENCE Butietrn will contain the re- 
| vised program of the Atlantic City 
meeting. Recently a special edition 
of the program for widespread cir- 
| culation in local communities 
been published. The outlines for 
| all the divisions are now practi- 
| cally complete. About seventy-five 
separate meetings are _ scheduled. 
An unusual international character is 
given the Atlantic City program 
through the prospect of addresses by 
| representatives of a number of for- 
| eign countries. Copies of this special 
printing of the program will be sent 
on request. Members who would like 
to create greater interest in their 
communities respecting the Atlantic 
City conference will find the head- 
quarters office ready to co-operate 
through the use of program literature 
and publicity material. 


Atlantic Cityward 


News Notes by H. R. Heydon, Cheir- 
man, New Jersey Publicity Committee 


General Pershing has awarded the 
distinguished service medal to Mr. 
Dwight W. Morrow, according to an 
associated press dispatch of March 27. 
Mr. Morrow has been a member of 
the American Shipping Commission. 
He is chairman of the New Jersey 
Committee on Arrangements for the’ 
Atlantic City National Conference 
and in that capacity will open the 
forty-sixth annual session of this or- 
ganization. He will also be a speaker 
on the program of the Division on 


has | 


Public Agencies and Institutions. 


“The Social Engineer in Recon- 
struction” is the title of a circular is- 
sued by the New Jersey Committee on 
Arrangements for the National Con- 
ference at Atlantic City. A most ia- 
genious design of the way “enlight- 
ened control imposed from the top— 
imperialism related to life” operates 
through various social processes, 
finally to meet with “individualism 
working from the bottom—ineffective 
because not co-ordinated,” which oc- 
cupies one page of this circular, is 
alone “worth the price of admission.” 
But the circular will be sent free! 
Address 45 Clinton St., Newark. 


A committee on “sociability,” to 
operate informally in an advisory 
capacity in preparation for the At- 
lantic City meeting, has been named. 
Mrs. Edith Shatto King, director of 


“Little Visits to New Jersey Institutions” 


Looking for a Job Monday Morning 


maintain a desk 


INVITATION TO VISIT NEW YORK 


On behalf of the social workers of Greater New York 
and vicinity the Monday Club of New York and the Mon- 
day Club of Brooklyn wish to extend a most cordial invi- 
tation to the members of the National Conference of 
Social Work and their friends to visit the social agencies 
of this city and. 

A joint committee representing the two clubs plans :to’ 


vide information about social agencies and how to reach 
them. During the week following the conference infor- 
mation headquarters will be open in both Manhattan and 
Brooklyn and arrangements will be made to facilitate 
visits by groups and individuals. 


At the Federal, State and Municipal Employment 
Bureau, Newark. Over 17,000 soldiers have been 
placed by the employment offices in New Jersey 
since the armistice was signed. 


vicinity. 


at headquarters in Atlantic City, to pro- 


Epwitn J. Cootey, Chairman, — 
(City Magistrates’ Courts) 


Muriet Deane, Secretary, 
(Social Service Exchange) 
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the National Social Workers’ Ex- 
change, is chairman. The members 
are: Elwood Street, Louisville; Mrs. 
Irene Farnham Conrad, Pittsburgh; 
Mary L. Dyckman, Orange, New Jer- 
sey; Orlando F. Lewis, New York. 
This committee will co-operate with 
the New Jersey Committee on Ar- 
rangements, sub-committee on hospi- 
tality, and with the National Confer- 
ence headquarters. It will be a clear- 
ing house for suggestions that may 
arise among National Conference 
members and delegates, regarding 
ways int which they may “have a real 


-good.time”. at the Atlantic City as- 


sembly. 


State Social Policy in New Jersey 

In his second annual message, Gov- 
ernor Walter E. Edge presented a so- 
cial program of exceptional breadth. 

He points out that the extension of 
the State Highway System is one of 
the greatest stimulants to social prog- 
ress, inasmuch as “it will provide 
employment to thousands of men re- 
turning from military service, if not 
actually in road building itself, then 
in thé various industries from whence 
the supplies and equipment for road 
construction come,” as well as open 
up communities which will benefit so- 
cially through better facilities for 
transportation. 

With. respect to the encouragement 
of education in health, the Governor 
states that “public health as a respon- 
sibility of government has taken on 
a new importance as a result of war- 
taught lessons. I recommend not 
only that you continue to give the 
state’s financial support to the fed- 
eral-state campaign of education, but 
also .that you revise the school laws 
of. the state in order that this vital 
subject of child hygiene be given the 
relative position among functions of 
the public school that its importance 
demands. The war has taught us the 
necessity of a new and more under- 
standable relationship between the 
home, the school and the factory; that 
we miust employ the powers of gov- 
ernment to protect the bodies of our 
school children and our young work- 
ers from impairment, to save their 
brains and their souls from starva- 
tion.” 

Governor Edge frankly takes up 
the subject of practical measures 
against venereal diseases. He states 
that it is one of the gravest public 
dangers and calls for intelligent, con- 
certed public treatment with no false 
sense of delicacy to shift responsibil- 
ity but by the influence and use of 
the powers of government to advance 
the needs of humanity. 

The recent ravage of influenza has 
prompted the Governor to advocate 
that greater powers be vested in a 
state department of health. Perhaps 
the most constructive piece of work 
which has been done during the year 
by governmental agencies was the 
investigation of state and municipal 
pensions as they apply to public 
school teachers, police, firemen and 
other public employees, It disclosed 
the unsound financial condition of the 
present systems and Governor Edge 
recommends the careful consideration 
en which will correct the 
evil. 


The way Kansas does things is 
shown characteristjcally in the action 
of Gov. Henry J. Allen in appointing 
delegates to the Atlantic City meeting 
of the National Conference. Four 
days after the invitation of Miss La- 
throp to make appointments was 
mailed from the Chicago headquar- 
ters, his letter was received with a 
list of appointees. 


“Tennessee expects to have a real 
delegation at Atlantic City, and we 
are planning to have a Tennessee 
meal,” writes Miss Mary Russell of 
Memphis, secretary of the Tennessee 
State Conference. Forecasts of simi- 
lar vigor and promise have arrived 
recently from Texas, Kansas and 
other states located at such distances 
that large delegations are really signi- 
ficant. 


Members of the National Confer- 
ence and other prospective delegates 
to the annual meeting at Atlantic City 
in June may be interested in the study 
of New Jersey conditions as revealed 
in the proceedings of the State Con- 
ference of Charities and Correction. 
Copies of the proceedings for the last 
year may be secured free upon request 
sent to Ernest D. Easton, secretary 
of the state conference, 45 Clinton St., 
Newark. 


Every county but one in New Jer- 
sey has been organized for the pur- 
poses of the National Conference 
meeting at Atlantic City in June. 
County chairmen have been named, 
as indicated elsewhere on this page. 
During the Spring each county plans 
to hold at least one mass meeting to 
discuss problems of local interest in 
social work and to tie up its local 
problems with the discussions of the 
National Conference. Recently a 
meeting was held at the Robert Treat 
Hotel in Newark under the auspices 
of the New Jersey Committee on Ar- 
rangements, at which thirty-eight del- 
egates from county organizations 
were present, representing thirteen 
counties. It is the expectation that 
these county units will continue as a 
permanent machinery in the social 
work of New Jersey. 


The Essex county branch of the 
New Jersey Committee on Arrange- 
ments for the National Conference 
has developed a rather unique pro- 
gram for advertising the Conference. 
With Frank H. Sommer as chairman, 
who is president of the Newark board 
of education, it has been decided to 
have four mass meetings before June 
to discuss four phases of the National 
Conference program. The four topics 
decided upon were: Children, health 
and housing, industrial and economic 
problems, and the uniting of native 
and foreign-born in America. They 
hope to be able to obtain the chair- 
man or a prominent member of the 
committee of each of these divisions 
to address the meeting and to follow 
this with discussions by townspeople, 
tying it up with state and local work. 
At the same time, reports of the va- 
rious committees will be given, of 
which the following have been named: 


Finance, church and pulpit, member- 
ship, publicity, speakers’ bureau, pub- 
lic officials, chambers of commerce 
and trade organizations, civilian war 
activities, women’s clubs and schools. 
it is hoped that all of the twenty-one 
counties in New Jersey may be sim- 
ilarly organized. 


North Carolina 


The North Carolina State Confer- 
ence for Social Service met at Raleigh, 
February 13-14, under the presidency 
of Dr. Howard E. Rondthaler of Win- 
ston-Salem, Mrs. Thomas W. Lingle 
of Chapel Hill was secretary and the 
meeting was held with the close co- 
operation of the State Board of Pub- 
lic Welfare. Those concerned with 
the organization of state conferences 
elsewhere may be interested to learn 
of the emphasis placed by the North 
Carolina conference on matters of 
educational extension. The state 
superintendent of public instruction, 
Dr. E. C. Brooks, made one of the 
leading addresses and another talk 
was given upon the subject of federal 
aid tor the public schools. Perhaps 
the most notable feature was an ad- 
dress on venereal disease by the Hon. 
Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the 
Navy. Subjects relating <o public 
health were interspersed throughout. 
The state welfare program was ex- 
plained by the commissioner, Rowland 
F. Beasley of Raleigh, and in addition 
a plan of work for city and county 
boards of public welfare was pre- 
sented. Among the subsidiary groups 
meeting with the conference were 
travelers’ aid workers, public health 
nurses and welfare workers from the 
textile factories. 


An attractive feature of the recent 
meeting was the reading of names of 
fifty men and women who had sup- 
ported the conference during the six 
years of its existence. These names 
will be placed on an honor roll. An- 


. other unique departure in the prac- 


tices of state conferences was the pro- 
vision for the ensuing year of sixteen 
committees relating to outstanding 
problems in social work. Arrange- 
ment has been made also for the 
holding of so-called “group confer- 
ences” of workers in special fields 
during the annual meeting. The North 
Carolina conference is actively inter- 
ested in social legislation. 

Mrs. Lingle continues as secretary- 
treasurer for the coming year, and 
Dr. Louis R. Poteat, President of 
Wake Forest College, is the new pres- 
ident. 


Lining Up the Churches 

“Every city in its battle with social 
wrongs needs its Versailles Council, 
where the allies may plan out the cam- 
paign against their common enemy. 
When the members of the Protestant 
and the Roman Catholic churches and 
the Jewish synagogue follow acknowl- 
edged leaders, an invincible army is 
formed.”—Rev. Roy B. Guild, at the 


Kansas City Conference in discussing 
“The Church, the Community and the 
Present Crisis.” 

(Pamphlet No. 141. Price 5 cents.) 
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TRAVELING PARTIES 


The members whose names are given below have been invited to serve 
with a view to convenience in the organization of car parties and grouping 
of delegates traveling to the Atlantic City meeting. These cities are 
“gateway” points, at which delegates from greater distances might expect 


fares are given to one, they must, to avoid discrimination, be given to 
all. Nothing has occurred since the signing of the armistice to reduce 
the railway operating costs, and passenger traffic must continue to bear 
its share of the present high cost of operation. 

here are at present in effect from the territory north of the Ohio 


to age eo av panties. gy P ~~ ey — be Cig, ceeatted ene onion’ Seaan Sde ap acme ra 
Atlantic ity meetin or knowing of others who may atten shoul 4 ¢ . 
without delay establish relations with some group-in-the-making from his duction of 10 per cent of double the one-way fares, Tickets are on 


city or region. The intention is to accumulate as soon as possible reliable 


sale daily in the territory described, with final return limit of six months 
information as to persons expecting to make the trip to Atlantic City, and 


from date of sale. 


to give opportunity as long beforehand as possible for the convenient 


arties. 

B McCord, Hurt Bldg. 
Boston—Rev. Frederick H. Knight, 161 S. Huntington Ave. 
Chicago, Ill.—Joel D. Hunter, 168 North Michi 


arrangement of traveling 
Atlanta, Ga.—Robert 


Cincinnati, Ohio—C. 

Fort Worth, Tex.—James B. 
Kansas City, Mo.—Mrs. E. T. Bri 
Los Angeles, Calif.—Miss Crissey 

Minneapolis, Minn.—F. J. Bruno, 25 Old 
New Orleans, La.—Julius Goldman 
Pittsburgh, Pa.—John Yates, 535 

Richmond, Va.— 


Toronto, Ont.—Miss N. 
tion, 21 Summerhill Gardens. 


‘ kman, 806 Neave Bldg. 
Denver Colo.—Guy T. Justis, 251 Coronado Pa 
W Rawlings, 214 W. 6th St. 
am, Helpin 
cLemore, 5t 


ABOUT RAILROAD RATES 


Letter from the 


UNITED STATES RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 


Dear Sir: 


Referring to your telegram of April 7th, addressed to the United 
States Railroad Administration, and to my reply of April 8th: = 

As stated in my telegram, we are not in position to authorize 
special reduced fares to Atlantic City for the National Conference of 
ere June ist, nor for similar conventions or 


Social Work, to meet th 

meetings held in other parts of the country. 
After carefully cera a0. | 

these cases, it has been deci 


the policy of giving reduced fares in 
ed inexpedient to do so. 


| the Mississippi 


| Atlantic Ci 


n Ave. | T attae 


return, 


Hand Institute. 
and Grand Sts. 


Chamber of Commerce. | 

Montreal—J. Howard T. Falk, McGill University. 
1205 St. 

Fulton _Bidg. 

iss Louise F. Price, Library Bldg. 

St. Louis, Mo.—Dr. George B. Mangold, 2221 Locust St. 

Salt Lake City, Utah—Mrs. Amy Brown Lyman, 28 Bishops Bldg. 

San Francisco, Calif.—Miss Anita Eldridge, 995 Market St. 

Seattle, Wash.—Miss Virginia McMechen, 206 White Bldg. a 

mily Mohr, Neighborhood Workers Associa- 


Winnipeg, Man.—A. Percy Paget, City Hall. 


3-1-d 


Charles Enclosure 


Ave. 


| 
| 


Albany, N. Y 
Baltimore, Md. 
Buffalo, N. Y 
Cincinnati, O 
Columbus, O. 
Grand Rapids, 


Louisvil 


Z 
eo 
= 
K 
° 
ha! 
bd 
Q 
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Syracuse, N. Y 
Toledo, Ohio 
| Washington, D. C 


If reduced 


Corresponding reductions will probably be authorized from South- 
eastern territory—south of the Ohio and Potomac Ri 


ivers and east of 


River, to Atlantic City, on or about May 16th. 
Corresponding fares will also be 


authorized from the West to 


» effective on or about June Ist. 

t a memorandum showing fares at present in effect from 

| some of the principal points in Eastern territory to Atlantic City and 
t _ I am not in position at this time to give you exact fares from 

points in the Southeast or West, but am investigating the matter and 

shall give you a list of such fares as soon as I i 


am in position to do so. 

Yours very truly, 
Gerrit Fort, 

Assistant Director, Division of Traffic. 
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SUMMER AND ALL YEAR EXCURSION FARES TO ATLANTIC 
CITY, N. J.. AND RETURN, SEASON OF 19138. 


The National Florence Crittenton 
Mission will hold a Conference pre- 
ceding the National Conference at At- 
lantic City on May 30 and 31. The 
president is Mrs. Kate Waller Barrett, 
108 Duke St., Alexandria, Va. 


A meeting of the executive commit- 
tee of the American Prison Associa- 
tion will be heid at Atlantic City dur- 
ing the National Conference. The 
Prison Association will hold its next 
annual session in New York October 
20-24, 1919. No meeting of the asso- 
ciation was held in 1918. 


The program of the annual meet- 
ing of the American Association for 
Organizing Charity may be secured on 
request from the secretary, Francis 
H. McLean, 105 E. 22nd St., New 
York. The meeting will be held at 
convenient hours in connection with 
the National Conference, beginning 
May 31—not May 30, as incorrectly 
announced in the last issue of the 
Conference Bulletin. Mr. McLean is 
also secretary of the National Con- 
ference Division on The Family. 


The preliminary program of the 
National Conference of Jewish Chari- 
ties which is to be held at the Break- 
ers Hotel, Atlantic City, just preced- 
ing the opening of the National Con- 
ference of Social Work, was published 
in the March number of “Jewish 
Charities.” The dates of the meeting 
are May 27 to June 1. The president 
is Fred M. Butzel of Detroit. The 
list of committees which are to report 
includes the topics of family care, 
community organization, industry, so- 
cial morals, reconstruction, Jewish 
education and health. 


| 


Sounds Natural. 

At the meeting of the National 
Conference at Kansas City last May 
delegates were forcefully impressed 
with the similarity of social problems 
and programs throughout the world, 
especially in the addresses of speak- 
ers from England and Japan. Only a 
week preceding the Kansas City ses- 
sion, an association similar in nature 
met at Bijapur, India—the Bombay 
Provincial Social Conference. 

The report of that meeting, which 
has just been received, forms a strik- 
ing counterpart to the proceedings of 
social work meetings in America. On 
reading it one is strongly reminded 
of the pioneer services of a former 
president of the National Conference, 
the late Prof. Charles Richmond Hen- 
derson, in his lectures in India on the 
Barrows Foundation (Social Pro- 
grammes in the West, University of 
Chicago Press, 1913). 

A few sentences are quoted from 
the report of the Bombay conference, 
on account of their intrinsic interest: 
“Social progress being a slow growth 
due to the infusion of higher *concep- 
tions and ideals of life, was supposed 
not to have attained the requisite 
stage when a conference of the kind 
proposed to be held could have been 
expected to have a warm reception,” 
‘ “One great need of our nation 
is a strong and powerful population, 
possessed of strong physique and 
vitality, and great sustaining power.” 
a “Another great need is no- 
ticed in the absence of a strong na- 
tional cohesion and public spirit in 
our various communities. A sense of 
community of interest, of community 
of purpose, with a common goal irre- 
spective of caste, creed or religious 


Round Trip 

Fare War Tax Total 
eh OV ned ta taeuded oboe eves $15.60 $1.25 $16.85 
Pdtieaes G44 0 0-0 he Ee ReE < 8.79 -70 9.49 
23.00 1.84 24.84 
49.02 3.92 52.94 
0 eT ee ee 39.36 8.15 42.51 
29.00 2.32 31.82 
SS eee ety 32.40 2.59 34.99 
38.70 3.10 41.80 
cedbascecese® bieen 45.16 3.61 48.77 
43.20 3.46 46.66 
pa tik oes 44.9056 e6% eS a0 46.50 8.72 50.22 
Redeeé cach oe bebe c Owe VRC 7.00 .56 7.56 
Ste cass twee abe heee 22.50 1.80 24.30 
iedtee + o¥ teehee the 17.03 1.36 18.39 
Mek aes ca hw be eebkaet 57.96 4.64 62.60 
aPssawel edhees 24.40 1.95 26.35 
Patcheh Hose 6 agpebeibeee’s 35.28 2.82 38.10 
Sw shia kb wag eal Abie 10.95 .88 11.838 

persuasion, seem to be lacking.” 


= “Social reformers are not op- 
posed to political reform. On the 
contrary, they are for it.” “The 
social reform movement, ever since 
its commencement, has been a move- 
ment of protest, accompanied and en- 
forced by personal example. = eee 
There will be a period of reconstruc- 
tion all over the world—social, polit- 
ical, religious and industrial—when 
old ideas which have failed in the test 
of the war will be ruthlessly dis- 
carded, and new ideas, which approve 
themselves to the heart and con- 
science of mankind, will take their 
place.” 

These extracts are taken largely 
from the address of the president of 
the conference, Mr. K. Natarajan, edi- 
tor of the Indian Social Reformer. 


Where Will We Meet in 1920? 


The committee on Time and Place 
for the 1920 conference report having 
received invitations from several cit- 
ies which aspire to be hosts to the 
organization. The cessation of war 
activities, doubtless, will tend to in- 
crease the number of aspirants. Na- 
tional Conference members in cities 
which contemplate issuing invitations 
are encouraged to inquire into the 
values of this occasion that might ac- 
crue to social work in their com- 
munities and immediate regions, and 
the possibilities of co-operation of 
local agencies in the entertainment of 
the Conference. Communications 
should be addresesd to Hon. Samuel 
D. Murphy, Judge of the Juvenile 
Court, Birmingham, Ala., the chair- 


man of the Committee on Time and 
Place. 
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The Capital District Coriference 
which held its seventh annual session 
at Albany, New York, April 2 and 3, 
is one of the few organizations of 
this character in the country. It fur- 
nishes to state Conference leaders 
everywhere a fine example of the ad- 
vantage of strong organization of an 
educational nature at the seat of state 

overnment. Miss Mary Hinckley of 

oughkeepsie was president of the 
recent meeting and Clarence E. Ford 
of Albany, secretary. One of the strik- 
ing features of the program was a 
session on the Prevention of Poverty 
under the chairmanship of Mrs. 
Phoebe H. Valentine, commissioner 
of charitie sof Schenectady. 


Significant comment on the growing 
feeling among state conferences re- 
garding the importance of local con- 
nections and more effective publicity 
is contained in the following quota- 
tion from Mrs. Mary P. Remmick, 
secretary of the New Hampshire Con- 
ference: “It has been suggested by 
our president, Bishop Parker, that if 
we are ever going to get the mes- 
sage over to the = e conveying the 
value of social work, we must plan 
for small district conferences during 
each year in order to reach people in 
remote communities who are never 
stimulated to attend the yearly con- 
ference. Furthermore, we have de- 
cided as an executive committee that 
a great deal of emphasis must be 
given to the work of our publicity 
committee and that from now on 
through the medium of the chairman 
of that committee we should make it 
a point to secure as large a member- 
ship throughout the state as possible.” 


Approval of the plan of affiliation 
with the National Conference through 
the payment of an annual fee has been 
given formally by the state confer- 
ences of Minnesota, Tennessee, North 
Carolina and Vermont. Letters from 
officials of other state conferences in- 
dicate that affiliation may be antici- 
pated. This follows the adoption of 
the new plan at the Kansas City Con- 
ference. 


The National Federation of Day 
Nurseries will hold its annual meeting 
in connection with the National Con- 
ference of Social Work at Atlantic 
City. Soe’ will join with the Na- 
tional Conference Division on Chil- 
dren in the conduct of one of its sec- 
tion meetings. The president of the 
organization is Mrs. Arthur M. Dodge 
= Nas address 105 E. 22nd St., New 

ork. 


A special meeting of the Vermont 
conference was called for April 2nd, to 
organize a state children’s aid so- 
ciety. The movement is an outgrowth 
of a survey of dependency among 
children resulting from influenza. 
This news comes in a letter indicat- 
ing the acceptance by the Vermont 
Conference of the plan of affiliation 
with the National Conference (an- 
nual fee, $25) which has been pro- 
posed for adoption by all state bodies. 


The American Association of Hos- 
pital Social Workers is expected to 
meet in connection with the National 
Conference of Social Work at Atlan- 
tic City. The date announced is June 
1-5. It may be possible to include 
some outline of the program in the 
May number of the Conference Bul- 
letin. The discussions in prospect 
will have very close relation both to 
the Division on Health of the Na- 
tional Conference and to the Divi- 
sion on the Family. This oryaniza- 
tion has taken formal shape during 
the past year through the activities 
of a group of hospital social workers 
who, for several years, have been par- 
ticipating in the affairs of the Na- 
tional Conference. The president is 
Miss Edna G. Henry of Indianapolis 
and the secretary Miss M. Antoinette 
Cannon of the Social Service Depart- 
ment, University of Pennsylvania 
Hospital, Philadelphia. 


Buffalo Has Oldest City Conference 

Until a contestant for the distinc- 
tion appears, the Social Welfare Con- 
ference of Buffalo may claim to be 
the first organization to have been 
formed in the United States, of the 
type of social service club, or social 
workers’ organization, that exists now 
in a great many cities. “At the meet- 
ing March 14, 1889, upwards of fifty 
delegates representing twenty-four 
different societies were present, and 
the name The Conference of Charities 
was adopted,” says the handbook of 
the organization. Frederic Almy, a 
former president of the National Con- 
ference, is now president, and Joseph 
P. Murphy is general secretary. 
Through twelve committees organized 
under a formal constitution and by- 
laws, this Buffalo association is able 
to perform some of the functions of 
central councils of social agencies as 
they exist in other cities. 

Recently, February 7-9, a special 
thirtieth anniversary meeting of the 
Conference was held. Among the 
speakers of prominence were: Allen 

. Burns, Edward T. Devine and Paul 
U. Kellogg of New York, and Bishop 
Charles A. Brent of Buffalo. A series 
of resolutions in the form of a plat- 
form of social work was adopted. 


Iowa University Conference 

In lieu of the 1918 fall meeting of 
the state conference of Iowa, this hav- 
ing been abandoned on account of the 
influenza, a two days’ session on 
social problems was held under the 
auspices of the extension division of 
the University at lowa City, March 
4 and 5. Prof. O. E. Klingaman, di- 
rector of the extension division, was 
in charge of preparations and the at- 
tendance was general from over the 
state. The circumstances of the meet- 
ing favored emphasizing a limited 
series of reconstruction problems in 
social work, such as the organization 
of employment agencies, the control 
of social diseases, the peace program 
of the Red Cross, etc. A dominant 
idea in the discussions was the edu- 
cational relationship of social work. 
Community associations and central- 
ization of welfare agencies are topics 
of great interest in the state. Of the 
latter, Des Moines presents the lead- 
ing example. Of the former, an 
example is the unique experiment cen- 
tered at Creston, in which associa- 
tions in six counties are concerned 
with the maintenance of a single hos- 
pital and the furtherance of o wel- 
fare activities. Among the speakers 
at the recent conference were Presi- 
dent Walter A. Jessup, of the Univer- 
sity; Prof. John L. Gillin, director of 
Civilian Relief of the Central Division 
of the American Red Cross; Prof. 
Paul S. Pierce, and Dean C. E. Sea- 
shore of the University; Miss Amelia 
Sears, and William T. Cross of Chi- 
cago. 


The ingenuity of the poor, and its 
advantages, as applied to the treasur- 
ies of state conferences, is well ex- 
emplified in Wisconsin. The commit- 
tee on social legislation of the state 
conference, under the chairmanship of 
Judge E. Ray Stevens, have prepared 
and published a bulletin on the men- 
ace of feeble-mindedness and the need 
of greater institutional provision, and 
with it a circular letter of appeal. 
Three state departments and three 
volunteer associations, together with 
one local council of social agencies, 
were found willing to cooperate in 
circulating this material. 


The eleventh annual conference of 
the National Probation Association 
will convene at Atlantic City Friday 
morning, May 30. Sessions will be 
held all day Friday and Saturday. On 
Tuesday, p dine 3, a joint session with 
the National Conference on the Edu- 
cation of Truant, d, Depend- 
ent and Delinquent Children is 
planned. Later in the week joint ses- 
sions with the Division on Children 
and the Division on Delinquents and 
Correction of the National Confer- 
ence of Social Work will be held. 

Probation officers, parole officers, 
judges and all others connected with 
or interested in court work and de- 
linquency are invited to attend and 
participate in the discussions. 

: program and further informa- 
tion about the conference will be sent 
on request. Address the secretary, 
Charles L. Chute, 58 North Pear! 
Street, Albany, N. Y. 


